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mention of which is so like a red rag to a bull with
some persons, that we shall say no more about it,
except to observe that there are some other well-
informed persons who believe that if there had been no
permanent settlement in Bengal in 1793, there would
have been no British authority left in India in 1883.
According to the true British method of procedure,
the Government being now fully secure in its own
share of the Land Revenue from the land-owners, has
so altered and modified the laws which it made for the
protection of the land-owners in the collection of
their rents that it leaves them to collect them as
best they may. The latest device is to compel the
land-owner to sue his defaulting tenants in the civil
courts, as they are pleasantly called, so that the
Government derives a large indirect revenue through
its stamp laws, an ad valorem stamp being required
on the institution of a suit; whilst the costs of the
case are a heavy addition to the tenant's rent if
the suit is decided against him, as it must almost
always be decided from the nature of things. Bat
this is all the result of pure benevolence and the well-
meaning but possibly misguided kindness of those
philanthropists who have constituted themselves the
champions of the poor tenant, with no very complete
understanding of the poor tenant's real wants and
necessities. Be this as it may, the commissioner and
the collector have now very little trouble in the collec-
tion of the Government land revenue in Bengal,